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Association background



Vision

www.scienceconsult.eu

“Wherever possible, decision making should be 

informed by the best and most recent scientific 

information. Notwithstanding the importance of 

'other legitimate factors', science-based decisions 

usually provide the best long term outcomes.”

http://www.scienceconsult.eu/


Or, simply put…



Bottlenecks in applying 
science



Legal risk of providing scientific advice



Reputational risk of providing scientific advice



Scientific bias



Changing public 
appreciation of science



Expertise devaluation
and ‘pick-your-science’

“…misinformation on scientific issues abounds (…), 

fueled by a never-ending news cycle in which anyone 

with an internet connection can pose as an expert.

Instead of seeking the best available science, elected 

officials seek analyses that support the policies they 

wish to put forward.” 



The ‘post-truth’ era



Risk assessment controversies



IGO secretariat influence



And when you are successful…





doi: 10.1111/j.1470-6431.2009.00772.x

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1470-6431.2009.00772.x/abstract


Evolution selects for
survival/reproduction – not for truth

The need for early humans to collaborate on e.g. hunting 

created strong social pressures and the need for trust and 

information sharing.

In this environment, group cohesion around shared values 

was often more important for survival than truth.

“Our perceptions of space-time and objects have been 

shaped by natural selection to hide the truth and guide 

adaptive behaviors.”

Hoffman, Singh, Prakash (2015) Psychon Bull Rev 22:1480





The value of science
“Science, by itself, provides no panacea for individual, social, 

and economic ills (…) But without scientific progress no 

amount of achievement in other directions can insure our 

health, prosperity, and security as a nation in the modern 

world.”

Science - The endless frontier

Report from Dr. Vannevar Bush to President Truman, 1945



Science in associations
Associations can help apply science to policy by

• Explaining a complex scientific issue

• Achieving consensus within an industry sector

• Initiating industry action (e.g. trans fats)

• Establishing a platform for discussion between 

academia, industry and government, e.g.

• Integrating the view of academic and industry scientists, 

improving applicability

• Addressing the ‘duelling experts’ problem by workshops



Key factors
• Transparency, e.g. about source of funding, potential conflicts 

of interest and scientific uncertainty

• Weighing of all available evidence

• Engagement of public sector scientists

• Publication in peer reviewed journals

• Constructive attitude

• Consistent quality, long term view (represent association)

• Engage country delegates of intergovernmental organizations

• Support independence of e.g. Codex Alimentarius






